Grannies for Peace say change is at hand
Delmar resident won’t give up her grandchildren for war
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Dorothy Richards won’t give up her grandchildren
Not for anything, and certainly not for war. She is a member of Grannies for Peace, an offshoot organization of Women Against War.
Their goal: to teach that peace and non-violent solutions are viable options for American diplomacy for their grandchildren’s futures. In short, to keep their grandchildren safe.
Peace can be taught, and it can be learned, Richards said. Her first personal experience with the effects of war happened decades ago in Albany, after one of her former classmates didn’t come home.
"I graduated from high school right here in Albany. There were a lot of us, and the first Christmas after we graduated we all met. Some of the guys were going into college or getting jobs. … One of them went into service in 1949," Richards said. "The next time we all met was at a funeral home. In his first encounter in Korea, he was killed."
Aside from knowing people in the Korean War, Richards had several cousins who served World War II. 
And even though her husband, Bill, and other family members have served, she never wanted her children or especially her grandchildren to have to fight in a war.
"My husband used to joke, even though he served in Korea, that he would drive our kids up to Canada himself if they were drafted," Richards said. "Fortunately my children were too young to serve in Vietnam." 
Richards, a Delmar resident, has seven children and 12 grandchildren, who are her "gems."
"A grandmother never stops caring, never stops losing sleep and loving our grandchildren," said Richards. "We want to create a world less violent for them so they can raise their children, our great-grandchildren, in it."
Richards said she has seen the effects of war on young people firsthand, in all its forms — physically, emotionally, and mentally.
Working at Beverwyck Retirement Community part-time, she volunteers at Capital Area Council of Churches, which runs an overflow homeless shelter on State Street in downtown Albany. She also has a daughter who works at the Albany VA Medical Center.
"Their minds are mangled and their bodies broken," Richards said of the soldiers returning from war. "And we don’t take care of them when they come back. … So many suffer from post-traumatic syndrome, drug and alcohol addictions, nightmares, and other issues on top of the physical problems."
Richards said she regularly sees homeless veterans.
Having lived through every war or "police action" since the World War II, Richards said the overriding themes have not changed in today’s modern wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Class discrimination still remains, with the underprivileged of American society being sent to war, she said, as well as a lack of proper care once they return.
"They’re being used and offered more and more money, and they’re not supported when they come back," Richards said, referring to an increasing number of reservists being called to active duty. "We support more funding for those injured."
The group carries around broken hearts to symbolize their heartache.
"We want to let the community see that grandmothers have a stake in peace, too," said Richards. "And to tell our personal stories, which we feel is the most honest and needed to be heard."
Richards said that getting people to speak out is the most important thing, and credits groups like Bethlehem Neighbors for Peace for being so active in the community. She also participates in the Albany Friends Meeting, Quakers, which has been holding a silent peace vigil every Wednesday afternoon in front of the Capitol since the Vietnam War.
Her group holds frequent rallies and makes their presence known to politicians and lawmakers, including senators Charles Schumer and Hillary Clinton. The group of grannies has even gone to the senators’ offices in Albany on occasion to remind them they want their grandchildren back home.
Grannies for Peace organizer Maud Easter describes Richards as an active participant, and says she typifies many in the group.
"She’s typical of some of the grannies, working full-time or part-time. Many of them are either retired and semi-retired so they make it to various events and are able to participate," Easter said. 
"She’s a wonderful woman and grandmother," she said of Richards.
The group meets once a month, and being a grandmother isn’t a requirement, said Easter, as long as you are of the "grandmotherly age," and care about the protection of youth. Those interested can contact Easter at 426-0710 or info@womenagainstwar.org. The group also has a Web page on www.womenagainswar.org.
Although she hopes she is not being naïve, Richards remains optimistic about the future.
"I think we’re at a moment in time that has been given to us," she said. "We don’t trust our representatives and we don’t trust the media, we don’t trust the corporations, but there’s something in the air that says we have to change the old and begin thinking new."
But until that happens, Richards remains vigilant knowing she has the love of her grandchildren safely at home.
