McNulty hedges on Iran measure

Democrat tells activists he shares concerns on bill he co-sponsored
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ALBANY -- U.S. Rep. Michael McNulty is having second thoughts about a resolution to put pressure on Iran -- sort of.

The soon-to-be-retired Green Island Democrat remains among the federal lawmakers co-sponsoring Rep. Gary Ackerman's call, a response to Iran's pursuit of a nuclear program.

But after a 30-minute meeting on Monday with Women Against War, a local peace group, McNulty is concerned the resolution "could be misinterpreted" as a call to blockade Iran.

It urged "stringent inspection requirements on all persons, vehicles, ships, planes, trains and cargo entering or departing Iran."

McNulty said he personally doesn't see the resolution calling for a blockade, but that some might read it that way. He said he'd already spoken to Ackerman to express his concern over the resolution's language.

"I don't want to give the Bush administration any reason to misinterpret our intention," McNulty said, standing with the anti-war group outside his Albany office.

McNulty made no promise to withdraw his co-sponsorship -- something the anti-war group called for last week.

Still, Women Against War members Maud Easter of Delmar and Priscilla Fairbank of Poestenkill, who has visited Iran as part of a citizen diplomacy group, appeared pleased with McNulty's response. Easter was pleased McNulty said Ackerman would revisit the language.

Last month, Newsday reported that peace activists -- protesting in three canoes and an inflatable raft -- surrounded Ackerman's houseboat in the Potomac River after he proposed the resolution, which lacks the power of federal law. For a half-hour, the protesters whistled, and used a megaphone to let the congressman know their opposition, the newspaper reported.

But Ackerman did not relent.

"This is not an embargo," Ackerman said, according to Newsday. "We're not calling for a blockade. It is basically what the U.N. is doing. The U.N. has imposed sanctions on Iran."

On Monday, meanwhile, McNulty also criticized the "so-called surge" in Iraq, which he said he believes is not working. He noted lives are still being lost every day with no settlement in sight. He said he also said he'd oppose sending more troops to Afghanistan, noting the difficulty the former Soviet Union had in that country decades ago.

"I was quite struck by that," Easter said. "I was very pleased to hear it."
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