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Despite political turmoil and cultural isolation -- and sometimes even because of them -- Iran has served as fertile ground for filmmakers for more than seven decades, as witnessed by this tribute to Persian cinema from Nader Takmil Homayoun. From escapism to social realism, the new wave of the 1970s and the more poetic films of recent years, this homage traces the history of Iranian filmmaking through a fascinating array of clips and interviews.
Comments by Netflix reviewers:

**This is a beautifully done documentary not only on Iranian film, but also a brief historical overview and perspective on Iran. It shows how the events of history interacted with filmmaking, and vice versa. It is a great foundation for getting acquainted with Persian films, as it interviews many of the great Iranian directors and shows amazing film clips along with historical news clips. I highly recommend it!

**I’ve always wondered, as long as I have been watching foreign movies, WHY and HOW, ONLY the Iranian directors can make movies that are as REAL as blood in our veins. Their films make it hard to believe that the people in the movie are actors, and there are cameras and films involved...and you are not just watching this unfold the scene, somewhere in the world, with a naked eye of your mind. This documentary explained why all that has been possible for the Iranian directors. Amazingly incredible film!!
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