Peace Day, September 21, 2008

Today is the UN designated International Day of Peace.  We are gathered in solidarity with the Iranian peace movement.  At this very hour they are holding a candlelight vigil at the Tehran Peace Monument.  This is a courageous act in Iran and we stand in support of their commitment “to commemorate all victims of wars and conflicts and to pray for the establishment of sustainable peace in the world.”

The ceremony in Iran has been organized by the Tehran Peace Museum and the Society for Chemical Weapons Victims Support.  Outside Iran, efforts to involve many peace groups in support of this historic step for the Iranian peace movement are being organized by Campaign Against Sanctions and Military Intervention in Iran (CASMII) the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR), Payvand and Iranians for Peace (IFP).

The International Day of Peace (“Peace Day”) calls on individuals, organizations and nations to create practical acts of peace on a shared date.  It was established by a United Nations resolution in 1981 to coincide with the opening of the General Assembly.  The first Peace Day was celebrated in September 1982.  In 2002 the General Assembly officially declared September 21 as the permanent date for the International Day of Peace.

Iran was the first nation to be attacked by chemical weapons on a large scale since World War I.  The Iran-Iraq war (1980-88) left more than 250,000 killed and 500,000 disabled, including tens of thousands of victims of chemical weapons.  Veterans of the Iran-Iraq War—including survivors of chemical weapons attacks—and their families, along with peace volunteers, students and other citizens will participate in the vigil in Tehran.

In Iran, the tensions between the US and Iran are causing great anxiety.
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